Microbiology services in public sector hospitals of Pakistan.
The purpose of clinical microbiology laboratory is to identify the actual etiologic agent(s) of infectious disease(s) based on morphological, biochemical, immunological and molecular procedures. Proficiency in isolating and identifying microorganisms, determining drug resistance of isolates; and in reporting the results is essential for the early detection and treatment of nosocomial pathogens. A Microbiologist is essentially interlinked with committees regarding hospital policy-making, infection-control, surveillance, investigation of infections in patients and personnel and maintaining a continuing education program. In the final analysis, the patients' well-being and health benefit most from clinical microbiology laboratory. This overview emphasizes the role of microbiology laboratory in government hospitals of Pakistan and general health care, without which the problem of multiple antibiotic resistance can only become worse.